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Two issues thaf could mean the life or death i
of this nation are crowding In upon the l(uh—
nedy Administration for decision, o

Issue 1—the neutron bomb. In an’ Mcld »
written exclusively for “U.S. News & World ",
Report,” Senator Thomas J. Dodd (Dem.), of
Connecticut, points ot the big advantages

N-BOMB: “IDEAL WEAPON, FOR DéFENSE“
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_ Perhaps because it distills, or crys- potunthﬂ mﬂltarynigniﬁanca has been
wallizes, all the other issues involved, the . . grossly: pverrated, afnd that:we: have other
national debate on the larger question of : *mmfﬁaﬁmnﬂﬁmﬁﬁnh‘?much tbe

the nuclear-test-ban moratorium now ap-
pears to be {ocusing  with m«,masinq ‘
~ sharpuess on the neutron bomb.

CFY R @it Poke about the. neutron
bomb in the Senate-onMay 12,:1960,
and described it as 8 weapgn which had
‘the ability to kill without physical de-
struction, one national periodical ran a
note cuptioned; “Dodd ‘Bemb a Dud.”
Subsequent to my speech, there were
several skoptical references:to the neu-
tron ~bomb  in  statements by nuclear
phy ;iu»ts of some repute. Today, there is
not 4 single objective scientist with knowl-
edge in this area who would question the
scientific feasibility df the neutrgf b
" Even though. thére is now ng:
scientific feasibility, the debate™ t" the neutron bomh is
wrowing. -Until recently, this ¢ "batbnhas been carried ‘o '
behind closed doorfs and under;: dnssified label. Today it m 'S
ont in the upen, where it oughg;j b :

In my opinion, &l the hushshi .'bmlt the neutron boml)
represents a glaring instance of the official abuse of secrecy.
Since there nlmbst certainly will be such a thing as a neutron
bomb, and sinec there ‘is a $yglous, danger that the Rus- &
sians might beat us 10 it dev yment, the American people
are entitled to, this Informatiof.» Tg" keep the facts about’
the vuclear age from ‘our people i both foolish and dan- -
ST OUS.

I'here are many qualified experts, mdudm;~ scientists, mili-

1 iy imen and weapons technologists, who consider the neuatron
Vonh g sweapon of “”)hmm“ﬁ significance, one that might
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there are those who now chamn that its

the other hand.
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";ars of '\‘hépg:momm on. testing; find’ e increasingly diffcult

* Bomb

Ysame Purpdbaliviylntae g o o
- They argue that-the’ mmtmn bomb is
znot an’ important-&potigh. reason foi- the
resumptionsofiitesting . B newsweapons.
A cdording >t Fkhe: Newls¥ofk *Times,”
such u- debatk ikihow ‘going ‘oni - within
-the President’s ndvisory*staff...
;-3 Over the:past two wseks, the latter
o, pamt dffview s bben réflected - in a
number of arflicles in the national press,
purportedly ‘bised on" high-level infor-
mation. These articles contdined so many
inaccliracies ‘and misconceptions that I
feel they must be copsidered evidence
‘of a deliberate effort to downgrade the
significance of the neutron homb.

ents of refiowed.. tesﬁn}{ the last-ditch defend-

to oppose the neutron bomb-on scisntific D
they dredge up eve cmeulvglglé* kg2
miklary, just plain, nonaens"i
about the néutron bomb. »
The purposc of this arti
the most sexious of these m
1. Tile tnost serious misgomcept
in a recent headline in
Dwprfed by ‘H', Desp
with the words, “One thin
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will be no match for the hidrogén bomb, Nor can its develap- <
ment be congldered a giant leap beyond the H-bomb.” "
This completely misses the point. No one, to mv km;wlf
edge. has ever suggested that the neutron bomb would have
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The neutzon bomb would, nevertheless, have a revolutionary




